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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
by Ronald A. Route, Vice Admiral, USN (Ret.)
 
The students and faculty of Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) experienced a strong 2018,
making great strides in creating knowledge, progressing science and technology, and
advancing the capabilities of the U.S. Armed Forces. The university awarded 1,260 advanced
degrees to our nation’s top military and civilian defense leaders, and those of our allies. But
our most significant value to the Navy continued to be our commitment to the unique,
transformational education of military officers and civilians equipping them to think critically
and innovate as they continue to execute their mission of defending and securing the
United States.
Early in 2018, Secretary of the Navy Richard V. Spencer visited NPS and shared his vision for
the future of the university. His call to action was clear, bold and challenging – drive
innovation and change within the DOD, grow the reputation of NPS, and become a hub of
vibrant partnerships across the DOD, academia and industry.
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Our faculty and students are the right people to accomplish this, and in many ways have
been laying the foundations to do just that. The NPS Industry Internship Program
experienced significant growth in 2018, with leading industry and technology partners such
as Amazon, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon and others participating. NPS sent 20 students to
these companies for short internships covering diverse science, tech and leadership
concepts, and forming a bridge between the university and these innovative organizations.
In addition, faculty in NPS’ Department of Applied Mathematics have also partnered with a
diverse cohort of leading institutions. Led by Caltech, and in collaboration with MIT and
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, the Climate Modeling Alliance consortium, or CliMA, seeks
to deliver a more predictive and actionable global climate model within an ambitious five-
year timeline, capitalizing on the latest advancements in machine learning.
NPS continued to engage with both military and academic professionals in critical defense-
focused areas. NPS hosted nearly 1,000 operations research practitioners during the 86th
Military Operations Research Society Symposium, with both students and alumni
participating alongside our leading faculty. And NPS’ Energy Academic Group hosted the
Office of Naval Research NEPTUNE Challenge Summit, with students and faculty from
universities across the country exploring new ways of solving critical energy security issues
through the Stanford-developed Hacking for Defense (H4D) model.
NPS students were also provided several opportunities to engage with distinguished leaders
across the private sector, government and military through the university’s stellar Secretary
of the Navy Guest Lecture Series, all of whom are in positions to lead and influence change.
Google Vice President Vint Cerf, considered by many to be a “Father of the Internet,” offered
candid discourse on a wide-range of topics including cyber hacking, cryptocurrency and
artificial intelligence. Later in the year, NPS also hosted former Google CEO Dr. Eric Schmidt
who discussed how NPS can help the DOD solve innovation challenges. Congressman Jimmy
Panetta (CA-20), former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs retired Adm. Mike Mullen, and Deputy
Fleet Forces Commander Vice Adm. Bruce Lindsey are just a few of the other seasoned
leaders who lectured during the year, connecting NPS to the operational needs of the Navy.
The value of NPS was also demonstrated outside of the university campus. NPS’ Department
of Oceanography completed a five-week deep arctic expedition placing buoys that will help
analyze shifting in the polar ice. Additionally, NPS’ Center for Autonomous Vehicle Research,
in collaboration with the Consortium for Robotics and Unmanned Systems Education and
Research (CRUSER), conducted the university’s first Multi-Thread Experiment (MTX) that
successfully tested autonomous networked control of multiple unmanned vehicles across
air, surface and undersea domains.
The NPS Department of Operations Research continued to advance efforts in developing
the analytical skills of its students through an active wargaming program. One of this year’s
efforts matched Navy and Marine Corps student teams with visiting Royal Australian Navy
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officers, exploring the logistical issues of joint U.S.-Australian littoral operations. Wargaming
at NPS continues to augment traditional learning experiences, stimulating advanced critical
thinking skills.
We were also well represented in the SECNAV Innovation Awards – then Director of the NPS
Center for Cyber Warfare, Navy Cmdr. Zac Staples and his team were named winners in the
Innovation Catalyst category for their work on the competitive cybersecurity event
HACKtheMACHINE. In addition, NPS graduate Maj. Michael Conte was awarded an
honorable mention in the Innovation Scholar category for his work on mobile device
management of combat aircraft.
NPS furthered its engagement with the local community through its popular Discover NPS
Day, opening the campus to more than 2,200 school children, teachers, parents and the
greater Monterey Peninsula community to reintroduce these partners to NPS. In the
process, this dyamic experience provided countless opportunities for inspiration through
STEM-related activities and demonstrations.
As my five years as the President of this university comes to a close, it has truly been an
honor to serve with one of the most talented, dedicated and critically-important teams that I
have ever been a part of. Throughout my career on active duty, I witnessed graduates from
this university return to their demanding jobs well prepared to be leaders and experts. And
it has been my privilege to witness first-hand how this institution levied such an incredible
impact. As President Ann Rondeau, Vice Admiral, USN (ret.) takes the helm of the university,
I look forward to seeing this institution continue to thrive in the years ahead.




NPS was established as the School of Marine Engineering at the U.S. Naval Academy in
1909. In 1919, the school was renamed the Naval Postgraduate School. In 1949, as part of
reorganization within the Department of Defense, Congress authorized the move of NPS
from Annapolis, Maryland to Monterey, California. In 1951, NPS officially opened its doors in
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Monterey. Since its beginning, when the School was chartered to focus on science and
technology, NPS has evolved into an institution that serves naval, defense and national
security related interests by providing current and future readiness, advances in technology,
and educational and operational programs that directly support all facets of national
defense and homeland security.
At NPS, four world-class schools oversee 14 academic departments and over 35 research
and education centers that provide 80 master’s and 16 doctoral degree programs and 60
academic certificates to approximately 1,460 resident students, including more than 111
international students, as well as to 853 distributed-learning students worldwide. Non-
resident courses are delivered to students through online, web-enabled, video-tele-
education systems and/or by visiting faculty. Continuous learning, refresher and transitional
educational opportunities abound, and short-term executive education courses and a
variety of short courses are also offered by NPS, both in Monterey and abroad.
Over 610 scholars and professionals, five percent of whom are military officers and
approximately one-third of whom are tenured or tenure-track, comprise the NPS faculty. To
strengthen expertise and program relevance, and to expedite research successes at NPS, a
robust mix of tenured faculty, lecturers and visiting professionals integrate teaching with
research, demonstrating the immediate applicability of defense-related theories to defense-
related problems, many times resulting in patent-eligible technologies.
The 10-member Naval Postgraduate School advisory board functions as a sub-committee
under the Boards of Advisors to the Presidents of the Naval Postgraduate School and the
Naval War College.  The board reports to the Secretary of Defense via the Secretary of the
Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations on matters pertaining to the school and its graduate
education and research programs.
A Short History
The Naval Postgraduate School was established on June 9, 1909, when Secretary of the Navy
George von L. Meyer signed General Order No. 27, establishing a school of marine
engineering at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis. The Navy Secretary's order
placed the small program under the direction of the Naval Academy superintendent, who
placed the 10 officer-students and two Navy instructors in an attic which served as a
classroom and lab.
On October 31, 1912, Meyer signed Navy General Order No. 233, which renamed the school
the Postgraduate Department of the Naval Academy. The order established courses of
study for its 25 officer-students in ordnance and gunnery, electrical engineering radio
telegraphy, naval construction, and civil and marine engineering.
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In early 1944, more than a year before the first peace accord of World War II was signed, the
Navy convened a board of respected senior officers and scholars to plan for post-war
growth of the Naval Postgraduate School.  The board’s actions set the stage for landmark
legislation in the 79th and 80th Congresses that transformed the Naval Postgraduate School
into a degree-granting university with expanded research facilities, and its
recommendations led to the purchase of the world-famous 627-acre Hotel Del Monte in
Monterey. In December 1951, under the supervision of Rear Admiral Ernest Edward
Herrmann, the 500 students, 100 faculty and staff and thousands of pounds of books and
research equipment of the Naval Postgraduate School moved lock, stock and wind tunnel
from Maryland to Monterey.
In its 100-year history, the Naval Postgraduate School has evolved into an institution that
serves America’s joint military services, homeland security officials, and dozens of nations.
The School’s educational and research programs continue to evolve to meet changing Navy
goals and national requirements: its innovative academic programs such as Operations
Research and Space Systems have significantly influenced academe, the defense community
and civilian sector. The more recent development of the cyber academic group and the
energy academic group have greatly enhanced the Naval Postgraduate School’s traditional
technical programs while preparing officers for new strategic commitments. Today’s Naval
Postgraduate School is both an accredited university and a national asset that helps to
prevent wars and to preserve global security.
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